ONTARIO-JIANGSU STUDENT EXCHANGE PROGRAM

Program Information for Chinese Students

INTRODUCTION:
The provinces of Ontario, Canada and Jiangsu, Peoples Republic of China are sister provinces that have entered into several educational and cultural agreements. One of these agreements has established the Ontario-Jiangsu Student Exchange Program, a new provincial student mobility program that will start in September 2009. The program will be administered by two Academic Directors:
Jiangsu Academic Director

Prof He Ning


drnhe@nuaa.edu.cn
Nanjing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics

Ontario Academic Director

Dr. David Wood

dmwood@uwaterloo.ca 
University of Waterloo

The program will start in September 2009 with nine (9) universities in Jiangsu and seven (7) universities in Ontario. The program requires that the number of students moving in both directions must balance over the course of the agreement. However, minor variations in numbers can occur in any given year. While the overall target for student participation is 50 students from each province, it is anticipated that the program will start with a lower number of students in the first year. As this is the first year of the program, a definite target has not been established. However, the Academic Directors will closely monitor the applications and take appropriate steps to ensure a reasonable balance between Ontario and Jiangsu participants.
General Requirements:

Exchange students must have completed 2 years of a recognized degree at their home university. While most fields of study in Ontario (subject to restrictions from receiving institutions) will be open for exchange, it must be noted that Ontario medical schools will be exempt from the exchange and it is expected that placements in the province's professional law, business, dentistry, and pharmacology schools will be limited, if at all available. Graduate student exchanges may be limited by individual Ontario universities.
Exchange participants will normally study for up to one academic year as non-degree students. Participating students will pay tuition at their home university and will be exempt from paying tuition at the host university. However, host universities may charge certain incidental administrative fees. Jiangsu students will be responsible for their expenses abroad, including travel, room and board, health and accident insurance, miscellaneous incidental expenses that may be required by the host university, and other living expenses. Jiangsu students will be responsible for fees related to the University Health Insurance Plan (UHIP), mandatory for all international students at all Ontario universities with the exception of the University of Windsor which has its own mandatory health insurance program. 

Students are responsible for all aspects — academic, legal, medical, etc. — of their participation in

the program. Students must meet the language requirements of the individual Ontario universities which are outlined below. Students are responsible for arranging any transfer of credits to their home university.

Students are nominated by their home university in Jiangsu based on that institution’s selection processes and criteria. Application forms must contain a list of three Ontario universities at which the applicant wishes to study. The Academic Directors will place as many students as possible at their first-choice institution. It is program policy, however, that students be placed equitably throughout the system of participating Ontario universities. The prospective host university is responsible for deciding whether to admit studentsand at what level (graduate or undergraduate).

ONTARIO UNIVERSITIES:
The following Ontario universities will participate in the first year of the program starting in September 2009:

	University
	Location
	Website
	Contact Person
	E-mail

	University of Waterloo
	Waterloo
	www.uwaterloo.ca
	Maria Lango
	mlango@admmail.uwaterloo.ca

	York University
	Toronto
	www.yorku.ca
	Beth Alaksa
	balaksa@yorku.ca

	Brock University
	St. Catharines
	www.brocku.ca
	John Kaethler
	john.kaethler@brocku.ca

	University of Western Ontario
	London
	www.uwo.ca
	Rebecca Denby
	rdenby@uwo.ca

	University of Guelph
	Guelph
	www.uoguelph.ca
	Lisa Blenkinsop
	lblenkin@uoguelph.ca

	Nipissing University
	North Bay
	www.nipissingu.ca
	Melissa Toupin Laforge
	melissat@nipissingu.ca

	Carleton University
	Ottawa
	www.carleton.ca
	Christine Marland
	christine_marland@carleton.ca


Prospective applicants are encouraged to review the appropriate websites and to contact the above staff should they have specific questions related to the programs at the individual Ontario universities.

Language Requirements:
	University
	Language Requirement

	University of Waterloo
	Home university certification accepted for undergraduates; graduate students must present a TOEFL score of at least 550 overall, 50 in each section. TWE, TSE, MELAB, IELTS, CAEL and CANTEST are also accepted as language proficiency certification. ESL/FSL support is available for both graduate and undergraduate students

	York University
	For both undergraduate and graduate level, include letter from professor, language instructor or international office indicating language ability if TOEFL not available. Credit ESL courses available for undergraduate students if required, as part of the exchange (tuition waiver). Non-credit summer ESL courses available from YUELI at extra cost for both graduates and undergraduates.

	Brock University
	Institutional evaluations and letters of recommendations are accepted. If a student chooses to submit a TOEFL a minimum score of 580 (paper-based) or 237 (computer-based) is needed. ESL and FSL support is not available to exchange students. Graduate students should refer to:

https://experience.brocku.ca/Graduate_Study/admissions.ezc#6.

	University of Western Ontario
	No formal tests required for undergraduate students. Graduate students must meet language requirements. TOEFL, IELTS and MELAB are accepted as language proficiency certifications. For TOEFL, the minimum acceptable score is 213 (computer-based); or 550 (paper-based). English conversation ESL classes are available at no charge. 

	University of Guelph
	Chinese university certification is acceptable, fluency is expected (TOEFL is not required). 

ESL conversation partners available, no fees. 

	Nipissing University
	No formal test is required and institutional evaluations and letters of recommendation are accepted. TOEFL, IELTS, MELAB and CAEL are also accepted. Minimum scores for these tests are: TOEFL - 550 (paper-based), 213 (computer-based), including the Test of Written English (TWE) with a minimum score of 5.0 or 80 iBT (minimum 20 in each section) IELTS - 6.0 (no band below 6), MELAB - 90%, CAEL – 60. 

ESL help is available for undergraduate students free of charge. 

	Carleton University
	TOEFL not required, but undergraduates must have competence equivalent to TOEFL 580; graduate students must have competence equivalent to TOEFL 550. No ESL support available.


Program Schedule:
Student applications should be submitted to your International Office by February 28, 2009.
Application forms for students selected by each Jiangsu university to participate in the Ontario Jiangsu Exchange Program should be submitted to Prof HE Ning at NUAA by March 15, 2009.
Successful students will be advised of their placements in the host Ontario University by April 1, 2009.

A pre-departure session will be held in May 2009 in Jiangsu for all Jiangsu students participating in the program. Details will be provided.

Students will apply for their visas during May-June. We will provide more information on this important step later.

All Jiangsu students will participate in an orientation session, together with students from Germany, France, and India to be held at York University in August 2009. Detailed information will be provided at a later date.

Exchanges will begin in September 2009.

Frequently Asked Questions:
1. What does the OJS Exchange offer me?

The OJS exchange offers Jiangsu students the following benefits:
• You do not pay tuition in Ontario; this means that, in effect, you are being offered a scholarship

worth between $10,000 and $16,000.

• A provincial-wide exchange gives you the opportunity to identify universities with particular

academic strengths in your areas of interest.

• The OJS exchange will  provide excellent advising and support, including a comprehensive

student handbook, information seminars in Jiangsuand Ontario, and the ongoing support of the Ontario Program Office while you are in Canada.

• Through liaison with the Canadian Embassy in Beijing we ensure that your visa application is

identified as part of the OJS exchange.

2. How can I be sure the program will place me at my first-choice university?

The short answer is: You can’t be sure. We will do our best to accommodate your wishes, and we will not place you at a university at which you cannot carry out your proposed program of study. We do reserve the right to place you at a university that you have not requested, in order to ensure equitable distribution of Jiangsu students throughout Ontario. We will ask you first before placing you at a university you have not listed on your application.

You can increase your chances of being placed at your first-choice university by (1) informing yourself thoroughly about each of the Ontario universities and making sure you and your program will “fit” the profile of a prospective university; (2) making clear, in the study plan you enclose with your application, why a particular university is important to you. Please note: Saying that you wish to take particular courses or to study with a particular professor is usually not persuasive. (In any case there is no guarantee, short of an invitation from the professor that she or he will be teaching in a given year.) 

The absolute worst way of getting to a particular university is to list only that university on your application form. Applications that do not indicate three possible universities will not be considered, except where fewer than three universities offer your program of study).

3. Do I have to take TOEFL?

It is not a requirement. Please check the above language requirement section for the individual university requirements. 

4. Can I earn a degree while in Ontario?

One of the firm principles of the OJS exchange is that students remain degree candidates at their home university, not at their host university. In other words, you cannot earn a degree while on the exchange. If you wish to change from non-degree to degree status, you will have to go through the regular admissions process and pay full tuition fees. You will also cease to be a member of the exchange.

5. How long should I stay in Ontario

You have a choice of a one or two semester exchanges, however, we strongly recommend the two semester exchange as our experience has been that students need this much time to adjust to academic life in Ontario and to benefit fully from their stay in Ontario.
The fall term starts at the beginning of September and lasts into December (with an examination period in December). The winter term starts right after New Year’s (January) and goes through late April or early May (depending on examination schedules). In some cases, you may also take summer courses at their host university without paying tuition, but this depends on the individual university.

6. Is it hard to find a place to live in Ontario?

It depends on the city. In Toronto, Ottawa, and Kitchener-Waterloo it is sometimes difficult to find an off-campus (or in some cases, an on-campus) room at an acceptable price. In smaller cities the situation is less difficult. Many Ontario universities will offer residence rooms to OJS students. You should check with the International Office of the prospective host universities.

7.  How much will studying in Ontario cost?

Your university’s international office can give you good advice. Some of the things to consider are: (1) you do not have to pay tuition in Ontario, but (2) you do need to purchase health insurance in Ontario (in 2008–2009: $63 per month, $252 for one term and $504 two terms). (3) You need to figure in your flight, rent, meals, and books (Canadian students generally must buy more books than do Chinese students), as well as telephone, local transit, and entertainment costs. It will probably cost you at least $1000 (about 6000 RMB)) per month, excluding airfare.

8. Can I work or participate in an internship while in Canada?

You may take a job, but only on the campus of your host university. You may also participate in an internship / practicum, but you will need to arrange both the permission and the position by yourself – this is not part of the OJS exchange.
 Brock University (St. Catharines)
Brock University (St. Catharines)
General Information

Homepage 



http://www.brocku.ca

Webpage for International Students 
http://www.brocku.ca/international

Primary Contact Person(s) 

John Kaethler (john.kaethler@brocku.ca)

Geeta Powell (gpowell@brocku.ca)

Language Competence

Institutional evaluations and letters of recommendations are accepted. If a

student chooses to submit a TOEFL a minimum score of 580 (paper-based) or 237 (computer-based) is needed. ESL and FSL support is not available to exchange students. Graduate students should refer to:

https://experience.brocku.ca/Graduate_Study/admissions.ezc#6.

Student Activity Fees 


Required: UHIP ($63/ month), additional Health Fee $23.44. Bus pass

$145.85.

Application must be received by 
May 30

General Notes Online 

Undergraduate application forms :

http://www.brocku.ca/registrar/guides/.

Graduate forms:

http://www.brocku.ca/gradstudies/current/registration.php.

Undergraduate Study

Number of Spaces 


1 total (undergraduate or graduate)

Restrictions on Disciplines 

Faculty of Education not open to exchange students.

Residence



 Residence application due May 30. Residence fee details can be found at:

http://www.brocku.ca/residence/admissions/fees.phtml. No temporary accommodation available in August before classes start.

Academic Notes 
Permission to take graduate courses as an undergraduate is at the discretion of the graduate program.

Financial Aid 



Not available to exchange students.

Graduate Study

Number of Spaces 


1 total (undergraduate or graduate)

Restrictions on Disciplines 

N/A

Residence 



No on-campus residences are available for graduate students.

Academic Notes 


Students must have completed a Four Year Honours Bachelor’s Degree or

equivalent (the number of major courses within degree requirements will

vary by program).

Only on approval by the Faculty of Graduate Studies and at the discretion

of the Graduate Program. All graduate students must be admitted to a

graduate program to be eligible to register for Graduate level courses.

Undergraduate courses are available for graduate students only if seats are

open and upon approval by academic advisors.

Graduate calendar: 


http://www.brocku.ca/webcal/2008/graduate

Financial Aid 



Not available.

Carleton University (Ottawa)
General Information

Homepage



www.carleton.ca

Webpage for International Students 
www.carleton.ca/isso/

Primary Contact Person(s) 

Christine Marland (christine_marland@carleton.ca)

Language Competence 
Undergraduates must have competence equivalent to TOEFL 580 or 86 internet based; Graduate students must have TOEFL 550. No ESL support available.

Student Activity Fees Required 
UHIP ($63/ month). For athletics see:

www.carleton.ca/athletics.

Application must be received by
 Mid-April

General Notes 
Applicants are asked to include with their applications a list of courses they wish to take, including titles and course codes.

Undergraduate Study

Number of Spaces 


4-5

Restrictions on Disciplines 
No spaces in Architecture. 4th year courses in commerce/ business and IT courses not open to exchange students.

Residence 
Not guaranteed. Students apply online: http://www.carleton.ca/housing/.

Prices range for residence rooms: $5,980 single room, no meals;

$9,400 single room, 2 meals per day. Mandatory meal plan is optional.

No temporary accommodation available in August before classes start.

For off-campus housing go to: www.carleton.ca/housing/off_campus/.

Academic Notes 
Upper-level undergraduates may enrol in graduate courses if they have the prerequisites and permission by the instructor.

Financial Aid 



Not available to OJS students.

Graduate Study

Number of Spaces 


2

Restrictions on Disciplines  
IT courses not open to exchange students.

Residence 



See listing under “Undergraduate Study” above.

Academic Notes 
Students must be enrolled in a graduate degree program at home. The number of courses taken/completed is not relevant.

Financial Aid



Not available to OJS students.

Updated



 October 1, 2008
University of Guelph (Guelph)  of Guelph

General Information

Homepage 



www.uoguelph.ca

Webpage for International Students 
www.uoguelph.ca/cip/

Primary Contact Person(s)

 Lisa Blenkinsop (lblenkin@uoguelph.ca)

Language Competence 

Jiangsu university certification is acceptable; fluency is

expected (TOEFL not required); ESL conversation partners available.

Student Activity Fees Required
UHIP ($63/ month) + Student Health Plan, covering

prescription medication etc. ($61.25 per semester) + Bus Pass ($62 per s

emester) + optional dental plan ($103.50).

Application must be received by 
April 15

Online registration


https://webadvisor.uoguelph.ca/

Undergraduate course calendar:

http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c12/index.shtml

Graduate course calendar:

http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/graduate/current/gradprog/index.shtml

Undergraduate Study

Number of Spaces 


In balance with outgoing.

Restrictions on Disciplines 

No spaces in Veterinary Medicine; permission from department required to add Hotel and Tourism, Fine Arts, Consumer Studies and Agricultural Economics courses. Exchange students can take commerce courses but must be enrolled by department directly (otherwise, Centre for International Programs registers them).

Residence 
Housing is guaranteed if application is returned by the deadline (usually end May). Deposit of $500 will be applied to fees for the winter semester. Rates vary (from $4340 to $6098); some residences require meal plans.

Temporary accommodation available in August before classes start for $20/ night.

Academic Notes
 
Undergraduate exchange students can take some graduate courses with

permission from the professors teaching the graduate courses. It is not






common for undergraduate students to choose graduate level courses.

Financial Aid 



Some scholarship options for incoming agricultural students available.

Limited work/study positions for international students available. For

more information see:

http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/studentfinance/index.cfm?ws/index.

Graduate Study

Number of Spaces


 In balance with outgoing.

Restrictions on Disciplines

 No spaces in Veterinary Medicine.

Residence 



See listing under “Undergraduate Study” above.

Academic Notes


Must have completed a 4 year Honours degree first. Undergraduates may

take graduate courses with the permission of the instructor and academic

advisor.

Financial Aid 



No financial aid available. Limited work/study positions for international

students available. See listing under “Undergraduate Study” above.

Updated October 1, 2008

Nipissing University (North Bay) Nipissing University (North Bay)

General Information

Homepage 



www.nipissingu.ca

Webpage for International Students 
www.nipissingu.ca/international/

Primary Contact Person(s)

 Mélissa Toupin Laforge (melissat@nipissingu.ca)

Language Competence 

No formal test is required and institutional evaluations and letters of

recommendation are accepted. TOEFL, IELTS, MELAB and CAEL are

also accepted. Minimum scores for these tests are: TOEFL: 550 (paperbased), 213 (computer-based), including the Test of Written English

(TWE) with a min. score of 5.0 or 80 iBT (min. 20 in each section)

IELTS - 6.0 (no band below 6), MELAB - 90%, CAEL – 60. ESL help is

available for undergraduate students free of charge.

Student Activity Fees Required
 UHIP ($63/ month) + incidental fees of $58 per 3 credit course

per semester (includes athletic fee). Bus pass: $65.75 per semester, ID

card: $4.25 (2008-09 fees are subject to change).

Application must be received by 
 May 30th

General Notes



 Nipissing University now offers master’s-level programs in education

And history.

Students need to fill in the Nipissing application form once they are

accepted into the JS program. It is available at Nipissing International

Office or the OBW program office.

Undergraduate Study

Number of Spaces


 2

Restrictions on Disciplines 

None

Residence 



Each student has a private bedroom in residence and shares a kitchen,

living room and bathroom with 4-6 other students. Residence cost ranges

between $2,125 and $2,412 per semester (depending on residence).

Students must pay a $100 damage deposit which is refundable at the end

of the year (fees are subject to change). The residence application deadline

is June 15th for the 1st semester and October 1st for the 2nd semester.

There is no mandatory meal plan. Temporary accommodation before

classes start in August can be arranged according to student’s need. Costs

depend on the circumstances. Residence applications are available at the

International Office or the OBW program office.

Academic Notes 


None

Financial Aid 



None

Graduate Study

Number of Spaces 


Students interested in studying at the Master’s level in history or

education should contact Mélissa Toupin Laforge (email listed above).

Updated



 November 12, 2008
University of Waterloo (Waterloo)  of Waterloo

General Information

Homepage 



www.uwaterloo.ca

Webpage for International Students 
www.exchange.uwaterloo.ca

Primary Contact Person(s) 

Maria Lango (mlango@uwaterloo.ca)

Language Competence 

Home university certification accepted for undergraduates; graduate

students must present a TOEFL score of at least 550 overall, 50 in each

section. TWE, TSE, MELAB, IELTS, CAEL and CANTEST are also

accepted as language proficiency certification. ESL/FSL support is






available for both undergraduate and graduate students.

Student Activity Fees Required 
UHIP ($63/ month) + Student Care Health Insurance Plan

(SCHIP) for 12 months is approximately $217 for undergraduates and

$284 for graduate students (prices from 07-08).

Application must be received by
Not available

General Notes



 Exchange students are strongly encouraged to pre-select courses with as

much lead-time as possible in order to facilitate program approvals.

Undergraduate Study

Number of Spaces 


In balance with out-going students.

Restrictions on Disciplines 

Individual faculties make admission decisions. University of Waterloo

does not have Faculties of Law and Medicine; however it offers Legal

Studies and Criminology courses, as well as Health Studies courses.

Residence 



Exchange students must be formally accepted by the university and

receive a student ID number before housing applications can be

processed. Spaces will be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis and

students are required to sign an eight-month contract for on-campus

housing. For more information and application procedures visit:

http://www.housing.uwaterloo.ca/.

Academic Notes 


In addition to the OJS application form, students selected to study in

Waterloo, are required to fill out an on- line UW Application. Exchange

Students are advised to visit www.exchange.uwaterloo.ca for information

and application procedures for both undergrad (“incoming exchange

students”) and graduate exchange students (Please note: there is no

application fee for exchange students). In addition, for more useful

information, exchange students are advised to visit:

www.international.uwaterloo.ca/iso/destination.waterloo/tempindex.htm.

Both undergraduate and graduate students are to indicate the name of the

Exchange Program on the application form. Undergraduates are

permitted to take 1-2 graduate courses.

Financial Aid 



No funds set aside for OJS students, but OJS students can apply for

financial aid as any other UW student once on campus.

Graduate Study

Number of Spaces 


In balance with out-going students.

Restrictions on Disciplines 

No spaces in Master’s programs in Accounting, Architecture, CBET and

MBET Programs; restrictions in Clinical Studies Courses in Psychology.

Residence 



See listing under “Undergraduate Study” above.

Academic Notes


 See listing under “Undergraduate Study” above. Graduate students are

allowed to take undergraduate courses.

Financial Aid 



See listing under “Undergraduate Study” above.

Updated 



October 1, 2008
University of Western Ontario (London) of Western Ontario (London)

General Information

Homepage 



www.uwo.ca

Webpage for International Students 
www.sdc.uwo.ca/int/exchange/index.html?incoming

Primary Contact Person(s) 

Rachel Harder (rharder4@uwo.ca)

Rebecca Denby (rdenby@uwo.ca)

Language Competence 

Jiangsu university certification is acceptable for undergraduates.

Graduate students must meet language requirements. TOEFL,

IELTS and MELAB are accepted as language proficiency certifications.

For TOEFL, the minimum acceptable score is 213 (computer-based) or

550 (paper-based). English conversation ESL classes are available at no charge.

Student Activity Fees Required
UHIP ($63/ month) + Western One student card ($25.00) +

USC Bus pass ($125). Graduate students pay $618.30 for an annual bus

ticket (optional) or $206.10 per registered term (optional).

Application must be received by 
April 1

General Notes 


Potential applicants should consult www.registrar.uwo.ca for full details.

Undergraduate Study

Number of Spaces 


No limit (in practice: 4)

Restrictions on Disciplines 

No spaces in Ivey School of Business, Medicine, Dentistry, Education,

professional programs in the Faculty of Health Science and Law.

Residence



 $7000 – $9000 for 8 months (including meal plan). Please see:

http://www.uwo.ca/hfs/housing/residence/ for more info. No mandatory

meal plan in Alumni House and London Hall.

Academic Notes 


Undergraduates can apply to take a graduate course after successful

completion of one term.

Financial Aid 



Not available to OJS students.

Graduate Study

Number of Spaces


 No limit (in practice: 4)

Restrictions on Disciplines 

See listing under “Undergraduate Study” above.

Residence 



See listing under “Undergraduate Study” above.

Academic Notes 

For graduate admission students must have completed a 4 year Honours Degree
Financial Aid 



Not available to OJS students.

Updated 



October 1, 2008
York University and Glendon College (Toronto)
General Information

Homepage 



www.yorku.ca

Webpage for International Students
 http://international.yorku.ca

Primary Contact Person(s)

 Beth Alaksa (balaksa@yorku.ca)
Norma Speranza (speranza@yorku.ca)
Language Competence 

For both undergraduate and graduate level, include letter from professor,

language instructor or international office indicating language ability if

TOEFL not available. Credit ESL courses available for undergraduate

students if required, as part of the exchange (tuition waiver). Non-credit

summer ESL courses available from YUELI at extra cost for both graduates and undergraduates.

Student Activity Fees Required
UHIP ($63/ month) + YFS supplemental health insurance plan:

$209.00 for undergraduate. Optional $10 athletic fee.

Application must be received by 
April 1 for undergraduate students; As soon as possible for graduate

students

General Notes 


Glendon College (bilingual French/English) is part of York University.

However, it is another campus about an hour away from York’s Campus.

York does provide a free shuttle bus.

Undergraduate Study

Number of Spaces 


7 (graduate and undergraduate)

Restrictions on Disciplines 

Schulich School of Business not open to OBW students. Program

Restrictions website:

http://international.yorku.ca/exchange/incoming/subjects.htm.

Computer Science: 

Students meet with an advisor in the department upon

arrival to finalize placement in courses; students are advised to select

courses prior to arrival, ensuring they review all pre-requisites for

Computer Science courses, including any programming requirements.

Fine Arts: 


Spaces are limited and classes fill up quickly. Students from

partner universities without a specifically signed departmental agreement

will not be able to pursue production-based courses. They may select

courses identified as “open for non-majors” only.

Osgoode Hall Law School:
 Spaces are restricted to 1 or 2 students per partner

institution. Students should have completed at least 2 years of study and

have successfully completed a substantial number of law courses. Students

may not enrol in first year law courses. High grades may also be required.

 Glendon College:
 
Program is restricted, prior discussion with

York International required.

Residence 



Limited space available. Applications must be received by May 1, 2009 to

be considered for space. Price range for single occupancy is $4689 - $6045
plus a mandatory meal plan of $1400, $2000 or $2400.

Temporary accommodation in August before classes start: if student

already has a room on campus, they can make arrangements with housing

to arrive a week before classes.

Academic Notes 


On a case-bye-case basis, undergraduate students may take graduate

courses with the permission of the Course Director and the Graduate

Program Officer.

Financial Aid 



Not available to OJS students.
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